
 

1. Title of paper Exploring the tacit dimensions of teaching 

2. Author(s) of proposal Eva Schwarz, Center for Studies in Practical Knowledge, Södertörn 

University, Sweden 

3. Research topic/aim Practical Knowledge of Teaching 

4. Theoretical and methodology framework phenomenology, hermeneutics: The research 
material will consist of a hermeneutical analyses of B-level essays of two groups of 
students collected by the leaders of the seminars in “Practical knowledge” at Södertörn 
University.  
5. (Expected) conclusions/findings The paper aims at an understanding of the relation between 

explicit and implicit, theoretical and practical knowledge as well as experience and reflection for 

teacher’s self-understanding as professionals within a career-based teacher training program. I 
will discuss how reflection can intervene in the praxis of students in the process of 
becoming pre-school teachers, influencing the way they reflect upon and perform their 
work as it appears in the context of their training. 
6. Relevance to Nordic educational research. The paper contributes to a debate of the role of 

reflection and tacit knowledge within teacher education programs in the Nordic countries. 

7. Attachment to NERA-network and/or symposium  

 

The paper investigates the “tacit dimension of teaching” taking its starting point in the practical 

knowledge of professionals, i.e. their non-reflected modes of dealing with specific situations at 

school. I will show how students of a career-based teacher training program at Södertörn 
University, who are already working at pre-school, reflect their practical knowledge, i.e. 
their often tacit and implicit presuppositions, assumptions etc. which constitute the 
framework of their actions. The students work in a pre-school while studying, spending 
one day per week at the university. This means for them a constant rotation between a 
well-known professional practice and the new field of higher education, characterized 
by a certain asymmetry with regard to the relation between theoretical and practical 
knowledge. At certain stages of the training program the students are writing scientific 
essays within the field of “practical knowledge” (cf. Alsterdal 2009, Josefson 1998, 
Schwarz 2011). In these texts, the students start out from a dilemma that has confronted them 
in their work at pre-school, initiating reflections on professional ethics, the teacher-child-

relation, didactics etc. These reflections are in the next step elaborated as the students 
further reflect upon their own stories. Interpreting these essays written by the students, 
the paper explores how teacher students reflect and how they learn to reflect upon the 
tacit dimension of their praxis. This method is well established at the Center for Studies 

in practical knowledge at Södertörn University. Research is conducted in case studies, 
starting out from descriptions of concrete situations and experiences that are in a 
second step reflected by practical and theoretical perspectives. Yet it is one goal of this 
paper to develop this method and critically investigate the limits and possibilities of 
reflection to investigate tacit dimensions of teaching in terms of practical knowledge. To 
what extend can practitioners themselves explore the tacit dimension of their actions? 
How to understand the relation between tacit and explicit, experience and reflection? Is 
it justified to speak of the practices of teaching that are revealed by the teacher’s 
reflection in terms of “knowledge”? What is the educational significance of such a 
possible articulation of tacit dimensions? 


