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Anna Herbert 

Performativity and knowledge! 

Modernity is described by Hargreaves as a world of  large scale production, where students 
are ‘forged’, refined, and graded according to standardized formulae at every level. The 
educational establishment’s activities are internalized by the organizations members using 
calendars, computerized absentee charts, schedules, grade lists and so the members of the 
organization are coordinated whilst curricula and texts describing the establishment’s visions 
inform the inner and outer world as to the educational establishments aims and activities. An 
educational establishment must be  transparent (as it is part of everyday life, i.e. belongs to the 
domain of the public). Everybody has a right to its documents and products. Politicians must 
be assured that their visions and goals are being met and parents must be able to ensure 
themselves that their children are getting a good education and that their taxes are being put to 
good use. The student then is both product and producer, product of the educational system 
and producer of knowledge which must be quality controlled and graded. Because of man’s 
capacity to understand how others perceive him/her s/he is both object and subject, the 
perceiver and the perceived (Lefort, Merleau-Ponty). Whilst performing we are often the 
perceiver but in judging the result of the performance we become the perceived.  To achieve 
is closely related to being an achiever and so we tend to merge the judged and the jury. The 
subject drives the object’s achievements, the perceiver drives the perceived. The student must 
learn to position him/herself in a world where man is both product and producer to build 
strategies so as to create ‘free room’ within his/her given space this implies an interaction 
between tacit and explicit dimensions of knowledge. 

	  


