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Research 
topic

In the beginning of the 21st century modalities of teaching and learning are being 
fundamentally transformed: Instead of strict directives, moral indoctrination and 
undoubtable authority educational influences are increasingly realized by enjoyable 
attractions and anonymous coercions, by unhindered freedom of choice within a landscape 
of tacit self-controlling mechanisms. We assume that this historical shift of educational 
practice is an integral part of an overall transformation of society for the target of which the 
French philosopher Gilles Deleuze has coined the pregnant term of 'societies of control'. 

In the 1970ies the scientific discussion on this topic had one first climax referring to the 
concept of hidden curriculum. Functionalist and critical social scientists agreed in 
recognizing that the structure of daily school practices anchored in the design of the 
institution (expectations, procedures, rules, laws, rituals, timing, spacing etc.) is shaping the 
identities of the young people. Recently post-structural and critical discourse-analysis 
addresses similar topics in a broader sense.

In view of the current discussion we prefer to use the term unthematic aspects of doing 
school. By this we want to express, that we are dealing with any dimension of teaching and 
learning that has not become a focused content of the partakers' thinking or speaking. 
Therefore this phrasing does not predetermine if what we investigate is an intentionally 
hidden manipulation or an evolutionary emerged condition, an extractable entity or an 
aspect of an overall characteristic of a general situation. 

Theoretical 
and 
methodology 
framework

The concept of the contribution is based on a critical approach between phenomenology and 
post-structuralism. The methodology of the empiric analysis is Objective Hermeneutics. 

(Expected) 
conclusions/
findings

Modern edutainment undermines the capabilities to acquire insights and habits that allow to 
transcend the given societal circumstances. We will present an excerpt of a funded case-study 
in which we investigate a learning-CD. It tries to accommodate young people by presenting 
multiplication tables as (karaoke) rock-songs and so gives a paradigmatic example of the 
intricate new style of teaching by fun and action.

Relevance to 
Nordic  
educational 
research

Attachment 
to NERA-
network 
and/or 
symposium


