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Transcultural perspectives in Social Sciences and Humanities approach cultures not foremost as ethnically closed, 

linguistically homogeneous and territorially limited spaces. A culture is seen as constituting itself through 

transformations and interweaving that results from extensive contacts and relations carried out by different cultural 

groups, actors and ”vehicles”. This concerns institutional, social and individual negotiating strategies in a respective 

regional and historical context, creating new cultural geographies. Such geographies, originating from interrelations 

between human activity and environment, can be manifested in texts, images, sounds, artifacts and other media. This 

cultural dynamics create both possibilities and hindrances for personal and social development.  

Today, virtual interconnectedness through ICT on the one hand, waves of migration and transnational communities on 

the other hand lead to rise of multiple hybrid identities and practices. These are ambivalent from a pedagogical 

perspective as they presuppose new forms of self-expression and communication without pedagogical account of it. 

“Culture” increasingly turned into a sphere of contestation and constant othering leading to new forms of social 

heterogeneity. Former modes of sharing norms and values, of social belonging, and experiencing familiarity change. In 

this context, the need for transcultural approach and transcultural learning has become more prevalent than ever; this is 

reflected equally in everyday social and professional practices, in academic disciplinary layouts as well as in policy-

making circles. 

Transcultural Studies are mostly subsidiaries of the faculties of Cultural Studies. As primarily being built upon a 

processual understanding of culture they challenge the traditional idea that cultures are internally cohesive, self-contained 

and hermetically sealed against external influences. The transcultural approach thus has an implicit educational agenda 

including concepts of learning, socialization, intergenerational relations, judgement, assessment. This agenda will be 

discussed taking into account pedagogical concepts which implicitly or explicitly deal with the problem of cultural 

limits‒‒such as multicultural, intercultural, comparative education approaches. 

 

The following topics are suggested:  

 

- Concepts of culture in theoretical and empirical research 

- Concepts of agency and communication from the transcultural perspective 

- Cultural heterogeneity and its symbolic manifestations 

- Othering as pedagogical concept, e.g. in multicultural, intercultural, comparative education approaches 

- Non-desirable othering and non-cohesive belonging from pedagogical perspectives 

- A/symmetry in intergenerational relations in various cultural contexts 

- Proposals for modelling appropriate disciplinary layout of Transcultural Studies with a focus on education  
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